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Introduction 

 

Today on Dakini day, I offer a new research translation on the Karmapas‟ black crown (zhwa nag), of 

Tibetan texts by 8
th
 Karmapa, Mikyo Dorje, (1507-1554), Praise to the Source of the ‘Gyalwang 

Karmapa’s ’ Black Crown’
1
. Most online English-language accounts I read about the black crown do 

not refer to primary Tibetan sources and are based on unsourced, oral teachings or hearsay. I found 

one academic source online about the black hat, in a Biography of 16
th
 Karmapa

2
. However, even 

though it is useful, it refers to very few primary sources in its explanation and does not include any 

reference to the text translated here. HH 17
th
 Karmapa, Orgyen Trinley Dorje recently spoke about the 

black crown during the Kagyu Monlam 2017
3
. It is reported that he said the black crown was present 

from the time of the First Karmapa, Dusum Khyenpa
4
 and that in his autobiography, the 2

nd
 Karmapa, 

Karma Pakshi speaks of a crown of black silk that no one had ever seen before. Artistic records show 

that the Second, Third, and Fourth Karmapas all wore a black hat. As there is currently no publicly 

available video or transcript of HH‟s teaching on this, very little detail or textual support can be given.  

 

I hope this new translation is beneficial in sharing a primary textual source on the origin, significance 

and power of the black crown and its importance, even today, for the Karmapas and other great Bud-

dhist siddhas.  For an article with more detail about the black crown, including a new translation on its 

history by the 1
st
 Jamgon Kongtrul, see the Dakini Translations website (September 2020). 

 

Three Crowns 

There are said to be three black crowns, with a different origin and manifestation: 

1) The ‘naturally arisen wisdom’ ḍākinī hair crown (ye shes rang snang) - made from mil-

lions of ḍākinī hair, given to the 1
st
 Karmapa, which is present at all times on the Karmapas‟ 

heads
5
. 

2) The ‘Liberates on Seeing’ crown (mthong grol)– given to the Fifth Karmapa, Dezhin 

Shekpa (karma pa 05 de bzhin gshegs pa, 1384-1415), by the Ming Yongle Emperor (永樂 r. 

1402-1424) (see below) as a physical representation of the above wisdom dakini crown
6
. 

3) The Action crown (las zhwa) - worn by the current Karmapa during teachings and other 

events
7
. 

 

Accounts of its origin 

 

HH 17
th
 Karmapa, Orgyen Trinley Dorje recently spoke about the black crown during the Kagyu 

Monlam 2017
8
. It is reported that he said the black crown was present from the time of the First Kar-
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mapa, Dusum Khyenpa
9
 and that in his autobiography, the 2

nd
 Karmapa, Karma Pakshi speaks of a 

crown of black silk that no one had ever seen before. Artistic records show that the Second, Third, and 

Fourth Karmapas all wore a black hat.  

 

‘Praise to the Origin of the ‘Gyalwang Karmapa’s ’ Black Hat’ by 8
th
 Karmapa, Mikyo Dorje 

In terms of primary Tibetan sources (that are available to read) about the Black Crown of Karmapa , 

there are not that many available online. One text I found is by the 8
th
 Karmapa, Praise to the Source 

of the Black Hat written at the peak of Ngur Monastery, near Gangkar Shame. The 17
th
 Karmapa is 

reported as teaching that the origin of the black crown ceremony is difficult to say, but that the earliest 

historical source they have, is that of the Eighth Karmapa, (but the name of that source was not 

given). Thus, the Praise composed by him is not only an important historical document regarding the 

history, and benefits of the black crown but is also by one of the Karmapas, who actually performed 

the black crown ceremony. 

 

Interestingly, 8
th
 Karmapa begins the Praise by referencing the realisation of the „Supreme siddha, 

Brahmin Rahulabhadra as the catalyst force of the emanation of the 1st Karmapa and speaks of the 

origin of the „gold-emblazoned, black crown‟ (zhwa nag gser gdongs can) given to the 1
st
 Karmapa 

created by millions of dakinis. He explains that this was then passed on unbrokenly to the 2
nd

, 3
rd

, 4
th
 

and 5
th
 Karmapas: 

 

Having erected an incomparable form 

At the great abode of Gangkar Shamey10 

The vajra mind of the chief, Bhagavan Akshobya, 

changed into a deep blue11 crown 

Said to be a manifestation of the aspect „Lion‟s Roar‟ 

Greatly renowned, with activity equal to space, 

For the powerful yogi, Dusum Khyenpa. 

Hundreds of millions wisdom dakinis of supreme activity, 

Created a splendid, deep blue crown, which 

When offered and placed on his head 

Was called the „Powerful Yogi‟‟s „black crown‟. 

 

He then explains how the name Karmapa was invoked for Dusum Khyenpa at a „conference of all the 

Buddhas of the ten directions‟. After that, he writes that the Chinese emperor made a replica of that 

crown which was offered to the 5
th

 Karmapa, Deshin Shegpa, which was then used as a physical 

representation of the wisdom crown.   
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In terms of the benefits of „seeing it‟, the 8
th
 Karmapa writes that

12
: 

 

When Manjushri, in the form of a Chinese King, offered 

A jewelled, gold-emblazoned, black hat 

On wearing it, the face of Avolekiteshvara is directly revealed, 

to the assembly of the world‟s sentient beings. At that time 

Fortunate ones with an eye of pure appearances 

When placing it on the crown, the Bhagavan Amitabha 

Master of the family, will be shown to others. 

Likewise, the wondrous, deep blue crown 

When seen by those of supreme faith and aspiration 

Will bestow the qualities of the stages and paths. 

Unfortunate ones with negative deeds, when seeing it will 

Exhaust obscurations and sins accumulated over thousands of eons. 

At that time, whatever abundance is desired, 

When making a supplication to what you visualise 

One‟s hopes will be accomplished as they are. 

 

The Praise then goes on to extol other siddhas who previously wore the „gold-emblazoned black 

crown‟ as being King Indrabhuti, Padmasambhava, Saraha and then 1
st
 Karmapa. The 8

th
 Karmapa, 

explains that at that time, Padmasambhava was wearing the crown to tame rakshas. In the future, the 

black crown will be worn by the „King of Dharma Protectors‟, in central India to turn the wheel of 

Dharma of Buddha Maitreya. 

 

The Liberation on Seeing Crown of the Karmapas is stored today in Rumtek Monastery, in Sikkim, 

northern India.  While engaging in various forms of activity to benefit beings and on certain special 

occasions, the Gyalwang Karmapa can be seen wearing the Action Crown. As mentioned previously, 

the Naturally Appearing Wisdom Dakini Hair Crown is seen only by the very few, but is said to be 

continually present. 

 

Written, translated and edited by Adele Tomlin. 12 September 2020. Dedicated to root lama, 17th Karmapa, 

Orgyen Trinley Dorje, wearer of the gold-emblazoned, black crown. May it be of benefit in removing all 

obstacles to the lives and activities of the Karmapas. 
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Praise to the Origin of the ‘Gyalwang Karmapa’s ’ Black Crown 

By 8
th

 Karmapa, Mikyo Dorje 

 

Supreme siddha, Brahmin Rāhulabhadra
 13

 

From the path of the incomparable, great secret mantra 

Manifested and reached „no more learning‟. 

At that moment, Buddhas and Bodhisattvas,  

In the manner of accomplishing Heruka and Yogini, 

Uncountable supreme nirmanak āyas, 

Equal to space, manifested here in the snowy land [Tibet], called 

‘Powerful Yogi’, Dusum Khyenpa [1st Karmapa]. 

 

Having established that incomparable form  

At the great abode of Gangkar Shamey
14

 

The vajra mind of the chief, Bhagavan Akshobya,  

changed into a deep blue
15

 crown, 

Said to be a manifestation of the aspect „Lion‟s Roar‟ 

Greatly renowned, with enlightened activities equal to space. 

For the powerful yogi, Dusum Khyenpa 

Hundreds of millions of supreme activity wisdom dakinis 

Created a splendid, midnight-blue crown, which  

When offered and placed on his head, 

Was called the „Powerful Yogi‟ black crown. 

 

When performing the thirty-seven practices  

In great lands, the unsurpassable crown wearer 

„Powerful Yogi‟, Dusum Khyenpa, 

Supreme nirmanakāya, Dharma guru [Chokyi Lama]
16

, 

At a conference of all Buddhas of ten directions , 

Invoked the power of the name „Karmapa‟, 
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Thus, the holder of the black hat crown, 

Was called Karmapa,  supreme nirmanakāya. 

 

Until the activity of Buddha is completely perfected 

The Karmapa‟s activity for wanderers continued unabated. 

Also, with Rangjung Rolpe Dorje [4
th

] and 

Dezhin Shegpa [5
th
] and other Karmapas. 

The supreme nirmanakāya continued unbrokenly. 

When Manjushri, in the form of a Chinese King
17

, offered 

A jewelled, gold-emblazoned , black hat. 

 

On wearing it, to the assembly of the world‟s sentient beings 

The face of Avolekiteshvara is directly revealed. At that time 

Fortunate ones with an eye of pure appearances 

Placing it on the crown, the Bhagavan Amitabha 

Master of the family, will be shown to others. 

Likewise, the wondrous, midnight-blue crown  

When seen by those of supreme faith and aspiration 

Will bestow the qualities of the stages and paths. 

Unfortunate ones with negative deeds, when seeing it 

Will exhaust obscurations and sins accumulated over thousands of eons.  

At that time, whatever abundance is desired,  

When making a supplication to what you visualise 

One‟s hopes will be accomplished as they are. 

 

Not only does Jetsun Karmapa‟s black hat have wondrous qualities, 

O Victor, merely seeing, hearing, remembering and touching  

all your possessions, is the cause  

of definitely attaining higher births. 

Due to that, I completely take refuge in you! 
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And supplicate please look after us with great love.  

Having taught the summary of the origin of the black hat crown.  Now, some amazing expressions 

about both the crown and black crown holders. 

 

Before, in the western direction, of the Victor‟s Realm, „Ogyen‟ 

The King Indrabhuti, wore the gold-emblazoned, black hat, and 

All the King‟s ministers went to the state of union. 

 

Before, in the southern village of Beta, 

Glorious Saraha wore the gold-emblazoned, black hat 

And taught the great secret (Vajrayana) to the world. 

 

Before, in the heavenly realm of Phur Gyal, Tibet 

Padmasambhava, wore the gold-emblazoned, black hat, and 

Overcame assemblies of demons. 

 

Before, in the palace of the Mongolian King, Sakyon 

The mahasiddha, Karma Pakshi [2
nd

 Karmapa], wore the gold-emblazoned, black hat, 

Smashing into smithereens unsuitable, thuggish savages. 

 

Before, in the three victor‟s realms of China, Tibet and Mongolia 

Countless nirmanakayas of Lord Karmapa 

Wore the gold-emblazoned, black hat, which 

Benefits beings on seeing, hearing, remembering and touching. 

 

Nowadays, in the western Raksha lands 

Padmasambhava, wears the blazing gold, black hat, 

Suppressing the raskhas and rakshis. 

 

In the future, in the centre of India, 

The King of Dharma Protectors, 
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Will don the gold-emblazoned, black hat, and 

Spur on the Dharma wheel of Victor Maitreya. 

 

Like that, the crown and black crown holders 

Who will come in the three times [past, present and future] 

I supplicate you again and again, 

Please bestow the mahamudra siddhi! 

 

This was vajra supplication was composed by Karmapa Mikyo Dorje at the peak of the Ngur Monastery, near 

the great ornament, Gangkar Shamey.  

 

TIBETAN TEXT 

 

གྲུབ་མཆོག་བྲམ་ཟེ་སྒྲ་གཅན་འཛིན་བཟང་པོ༎   གསང་ཆེན་བླ་མེད་སྔགས་ཀྱི་ལམ་ཉྱིད་ལས༎  

མྱི་སོབ་ཟུང་མངོན་དུ་མཛད་པ་ཡྱི༎    སྐད་ཅྱིག དེ་ལ་སངས་རྒྱས་བྱམས་སེམས་དང་༎ 

དཔའ་བོ་རྣལ་འབྱོར་མ་དང་གྲུབ་པའྱི་ཚུལ༎   འཛིན་མཛད་མཆོག་གྱི་སྤྲུལ་སྐུ་བགྲང་ཡས་ནྱི༎  

མཁའ་དང་མཉམ་པར་བསྟན་ལས་གངས་ཅན་འདྱིར༎  རྣལ་འབྱོར་དབང་ཕྱུག་དུས་གསུམ་མཁེན་པ་ཞེས༎ 

འགྲན་གྱི་ཟླ་དང་བྲལ་བའྱི་སྐུར་བཞེངས་ནས༎  གངས་དཀར་ཤ་མེད་ལ་སོགས་གནས་ཆེན་དུ༎  

གཅྱིག་ཏུ་སྒྲུབ་པ་མཛད་པའྱི་ཚུལ་བསྟན་ཚེ༎   ཕོགས་བཅུའྱི་གདན་གསུམ་ཚང་བའྱི་རྒྱལ་རྣམས་ཀྱིས༎  

ཐུགས་ཀྱི་རོ་རེ་བཅོམ་ལྡན་མྱི་བསོད་པ༎    གཙོ་བོར་གྱུར་པའྱི་དབུ་རྒྱན་མཐྱིང་ག་དང་༎  

རོ་རེའྱི་དར་དཔྱངས་མཛས་པས་དབང་མཆོག་སྩལ༎   དེ་ཡྱི་མོད་ལ་རྒྱལ་བ་ཞྭ་ནག་པ༎  

སེང་གེ་སྒྲ་ཡྱི་རྣམས་པར་འཕྲུལ་པ་ཞེས༎    འཁོར་དང་མྱ་ངན་འདས་པའྱི་ཞྱིང་ཀུན་དུ༎  

སྙན་གྲགས་མཁའ་དང་མཉམ་པའྱི་ཕྱིན་ལས་མཛད༎   ཡང་ནྱི་རྣལ་འབྱོར་དབང་ཕྱུག་དུས་མཁེན་ལ༎  

ཡེ་ཤེས་མཁའ་འགྲོ་བྱེ་བ་བརྒྱ་ཕག་གྱི་མཆོག་ལས་གྲུབ་པ་ཡི༎ དབུ་རྒྱན་མཐིང་ག་ལེགས་པར་བསྒྲུབ་པ་ནས༎ 

ཕུལ་བ་དབུ་ལ་བཞེས་པ་དེའི་ཚེ༎   རྣལ་འབོར་དབང་ཕྱུག་ཞྭ་ནག་ཅན་ཞེས་པ༎ 

ཡུལ་ཆེན་སོ་བདུན་ཀུན་ཏུ་ེ་རྒྱུ་ཡི༎    སོད་པ་སད་ཚེའི་དབུ་རྒྱན་བླ་ན་མེད༎ 

རྣལ་འབོར་དབང་ཕྱུག་དུས་གསུམ་མཁེན་པ་ཡི༎   མཆོག་གི་སྤྲུལ་སྐུ་ཆོས་ཀི་བླ་མ་ལ༎ 

ཕོགས་བཅུའི་སངས་རྒྱས་ཐམས་ཅད་བཀའ་བགོས་ནས༎  ཀརྨ་པའི་མིང་གི་དབང་མཆོད་བསྐུར༎ 
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དེ་ནས་ཞྭ་ནག་ཅོད་པན་འཛིན་པ་ཡི༎    ཀརྨ་པ་ཞེས་མཆོག་གི་སྤྲུལ་སྐུ་ནི༎ 

སངས་རྒྱས་ཕིན་ལས་མ་རོགས་དེ་སིད་དུ༎    འགོ་འདེན་ཀརྨའི་ཕིན་ལས་རྒྱུན་མི་འཆད༎ 

ཡང་ནི་རང་བྱུང་རོལ་པའི་རོ་རེ་དང་༎    དེ་བཞིན་གཤེགས་པ་ལ་སོགས་ཀརྨ་པ༎  

མཆོག་གི་སྤྲུལ་སྐུ་རྒྱུན་མར་བྱུང་འགའ་ལ༎   འཇམ་པའི་དབངས་ཀིས་རྒྱལ་པོའི་ཚུལ་བཟུང་བའ༎ི 

རྒྱ་ནག་ཏང་ཀུན་རྒྱལ་པོས་ཕུལ་བ་ཡིས༎    ཞྭ་ནག་གསེར་མདོངས་ནོར་བུས་སྤྲས་པ་དེ༎    

དབུ་ལ་བཞེས་ནས་འཇམ་བུ་གིང་པ་ཡི༎   སེ་འགོའི་ཚོགས་ལ་སན་རས་གཟིགས་ཀི་སྐུར༎   

མངོན་སུམ་ཞལ་བསྟན་མཛད་པའི་དུས་ིད་ལ༎  སྐལ་ལྡན་བོླ་མིག་དག་པའི་སྣང་བ་ལ༎    

དབུ་རྒྱན་དབུས་ནས་བཅོམ་ལྡན་ཨོད་དཔག་མེད༎  རིགས་བདག་ཚུལ་གིས་གཞན་ལ་བསྟན་པར་མཛད༎    

དེ་ལྟའི་དབུ་རྒྱན་མཐིང་ག་རྨད་བྱུང་དེ༎   སྐལ་མཆོག་རྣམས་ཀིས་མཐོང་བའི་མོད་ིད་ལ༎    

ས་དང་ལམ་གི་ཡོན་ཏན་སོལ་བར་མཛད༎   སྐལ་མེད་སིག་ཅན་དག་གིས་མཐོང་བའི་ཚེ༎   

བསྐལ་སོྟང་སོགས་བསགས་སིག་སིབ་འཛད་པར་བེད༎  ཚེ་འདིའི་ཕུན་ཚོགས་ཇི་ལྟར་འདོད་པ་རྣམས༎    

ཁོད་ལ་མིགས་ནས་གསོལ་བ་བཏབ་པའི་ཚེ༎  ཡིད་པ་རེ་བ་ཇི་བཞིན་འགྲུབ་པར་འགྱུར༎  

རེ་བཙུན་ཀརྨ་པ་ཡི་དབུ་ཞྭ་ནི༎     ཁོ་ན་ཡོན་ཏན་རྨད་བྱུང་མ་ཡིན་ཏེ༎ 

རྒྱལ་བ་ཁོད་ཀི་ཡོ་བད་ཐམས་ཅད་ནི༎   མཐོང་དང་ཐོས་དང་དན་དང་རེག་ཙམ་གིས༎ 

མངོན་མཐོ་ངེས་ལེགས་ཐོབ་པའི་རྒྱུ་ཁོ་ནའ༎ི  ཡོན་ཏན་མི་ཟད་ལྡན་པར་ངེས་པ་ལགས༎ 

དེ་སླད་ཁོད་ལ་ཀུན་ནས་སབས་སུ་མཆི༎    བརེ་བ་ཆེན་པོས་རེས་སུ་འཛིན་མཛད་གསོལ༎ 

ཞེས་པ་ནི་དབུ་ཞྭ་ཞྭ་ནག་གི་བྱུང་ཚུལ་མདོར་བསྟན་ནས༎ 

ད་ནི་ཞྭ་དང་ཞྭ་ནག་ཅན་གིས་ཀ་ལ་ངོ་མཚར་བརོད་པ་ནི༎ 

 

སོན་ནུབ་ཕོགས་ཨོ་རྒྱན་གི་རྒྱལ་ཁམས་ན༎   རྒྱལ་པོ་ཨིནྡྲ་བྷུ་ཏི་དེས༎ 

ཞྭ་ནག་པོ་གསེར་ག་ིམདོངས་ཅན་བཞེས༎   རྒྱལ་བོླན་ཀུན་ཟུང་འཇུག་གི་ས་ལ་གཤེགས༎  

སོན་ལོ་ཕོགས་བེ་ཏའི་གོང་ཁེར་ན༎   དཔལ་ས་ར་ཧ་པ་དེས༎ 

ཞྭ་ནག་པོ་གསེར་གི་མདོངས་ཅན་བཞེས༎   འཛམ་གིང་དུ་གསང་ཆེན་གི་བསྟན་པ་སེལ༎ 

སོན་སྤུ་རྒྱལ་བོད་ཀི་ཞིང་ཁམས་ན༎   ཨོ་རྒྱན་པདྨ་འབྱུང་གནས་དེས༎ 

ཞྭ་ནག་པོ་གསེར་གི་མདོངས་ཅན་བཞེས༎    སྣང་སིད་ཀི་བདུད་ཚོགས་ཟིལ་གིས་མནན༎  

སོན་སོྟད་ལུང་མཚུར་ཕུ་ལ་སོགས་སུ༎   རེ་དུས་གསུམ་མཁེན་པ་བ་བ་དེས༎ 

ཞྭ་ནག་པོ་གསེར་གི་མདོངས་ཅན་གསོལ༎    འཛམ་གིང་དུ་གྲུབ་ཐོབ་ཀི་ཆར་ཆེན་ཕབ༎ 
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སོན་ས་སོན་ཧ་རྒྱལ་པོའི་ཕོ་བྲང་ན༎   གྲུབ་ཐོབ་ཀརྨ་པཀ ་ིདེས༎ 

ཞྭ་ནག་གསེར་མདོངས་དབུ་ལ་གསོལ༎   མ་རུང་གདུག་རྩུབ་ཐལ་བར་བརླག༎ 

སོན་རྒྱ་བོད་ཧོར་གསུམ་གི་རྒྱལ་ཁམས་ན༎  རེ་ཀརྨ་པའི་སྤྲུལ་སྐུ་བགང་ཡས་ཀིས༎ 

ཞྭ་ནག་གསེར་མདོངས་དབུ་ལ་གསོལ༎   མཐོང་ཐོས་དན་རིག་གི་འགོ་དོན་མཛད༎ 

དུས་ད་ལྟ་ནུབ་ཕོགས་སིན་ཡུལ་ན༎  ཨོ་རྒྱན་པདྨ་འབྱུང་གནས་དེས༎ 

ཞྭ་ནག་གསེར་མདོངས་ཀི་དབུ་རྒྱན་བཅིངས༎ སིན་པོ་སིན་མོའི་ཁ་གནོན་མཛད༎ 

དུས་མ་འོངས་འཕགས་པའི་ཡུལ་དབུས་ན༎  ཆོས་སོང་བའི་རྒྱལ་པོ་དུང་ཞེས་པས༎ 

ཞྭ་ནག་གསེར་མདོངས་དབུ་ལ་གསོལ༎  རྒྱལ་བ་བམས་པའི་ཆོས་འཁོར་བསྐུལ༎ 

དེ་ལྟར་ཞྭ་དང་ཞྭ་ནག་ཅན༎   དུས་གསུམ་བོན་པ་ཐམས་ཆད་ལ༎ 

ཡང་དང་ཡང་དུ་གསོལ་བ་འདེབས༎   ཕག་ཆེན་དངོས་གྲུབ་བསྟལ་དུ་གསོལ༎ 

ཞེས་བ་བ་འདི་ནི་གན་ཆེན་པོ་གངས་དཀར་ཤ་མེད་ཀི་འདབས་འབིྲ་ངུར་དགོན་གི་རེ་མོར་ཀར མ་པ་མི་བསོད་རོ་རེས་གསོལ་བ་བཏབ་
པའོ༎ གཅིག་ཞུས། ཡང་གཅིག་ཞུས༎ 

 

Further Reading 

Biography of 1st Karmapa, Dusum Khyenpa 

Dusum Khyenpa's Songs and Teachings, translated by Tony Duff (Padma Karpo Transla-

tions, 2008.) 

Jackson, David P. 2009. "Chapter Three: The Black Hats of the Karmapas." In David P. Jack-

son. Patron and Painter: Situ Panchen and the Revival of the Encampment Style. New York: 

Rubin Museum of Art, pp. 39-69. See:  

Miracles of HH 16th Karmapa by Zhanag Dzogpa Tenzin Namgyal 

 

                                                             
1 rgyal ba karma pa'i dbu zhwa zhwa nag gi 'byung khungs bstod pa dang bcas pa/. In the Collected Works of 

Mikyo Dorje (gsung 'bum/_mi bskyod rdo rje.) TBRC W8039. 3: 229 - 234. Lhasa, 2004.  

2 Tsering, Tashi, et al. “A Biography of His Holiness the 16th Karmapa: Entitled: „A Droplet from the Infinite 

Ocean-Like Outer Biography of Lokeshvara: the Great Sixteenth Holder of the Black Crown.‟” The Tibet 

Journal, vol. 9, no. 3, 1984, pp. 3–20. JSTOR, www.jstor.org/stable/43302181. Accessed 9 Sept. 2020. The 

main primary sources referred to when explaining the black hat are an edition of the Collected Works of 15th 

Karmapa, Khakhyab Dorje, and a historical work on the lives of the Kamarpaca called Kunsel Melong (kun sal 

https://treasuryoflives.org/biographies/view/First-Karmapa-Dusum-Khyenpa/2683
http://promienie.net/images/dharma/books/karmapa-1st_dusum-khyenpa-songs-and-teachings.pdf
http://promienie.net/images/dharma/books/karmapa-1st_dusum-khyenpa-songs-and-teachings.pdf
https://issuu.com/rmanyc/docs/patron_and_patron_96
http://www.rinpoche.com/stories/krmpamiracles.htm
http://www.jstor.org/stable/43302181.%20Accessed%209%20Sept.%202020
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me long). In addition, some of the information included appears to be a word-for-word copy of the Jamgon 

Kongtrul history.   

3 Sadly, the transcript/video recording of this teaching is not available online but there seem to be some major 

errors in the report stating that the Black Hat replica was given to the Sixth Karmapa, Thongwa Donden and so 

on, so until I hear or read the actual teaching given it cannot be used as a reliable source. 

4 The First Karmapa, Dusum Khyenpa Chokyi Drakpa (karma pa 01 dus gsum mkhyen pa chos kyi grags pa). 

For biography, see: https://treasuryoflives.org/biographies/view/First-Karmapa-Dusum-Khyenpa/2683 

5 karma pa'i zhwa nag mthong ba rang grol gyi byung ba mdo tsam brjod pa/ bod ljongs sgyu rtsal zhib 'jug 

Volume 11 Pages 126 – 128. TBRC W20821. One online account (unsourced) states that: 

 

 Many eons ago, during the time of the Buddha called Drang kyi Gyalpo, there was a king called Yulpo 

Kyong (“Protector of the Surrounding Land”). The king had a younger son called Chökyi Lodro 

(“Wisdom of Dharma”). Chökyi Lodro went into the mountains and meditated vipassana (“insight 

meditation”). He remained in samadhi for hundreds of thousands of years and became known as Rishi 

Gompa-kye (“Sage Who Gave Rise to Realization”). The dakinis had great faith in him and assembled 

before him; each dakini pulled a strand of hair from their head and offered it to him. He accepted their 

present and made a crown out of their hair. They all had black hair, so the crown became known as 

“The Black Crown.” It is a manifestation of self-arisen wisdom, because all dakinis who offered their 

hair were wisdom dakinis; therefore this crown is a manifestation of ultimate wisdom. In Tibet, this 

gleaming black crown was kept by the Karmapas under strict seal, and was not publicly displayed.  In 

his next life, Rishi Gompa-kye was known as Pö Senge; in his next life he was Drupon Sinam 

(“Overcoming all Maras”). In his next life he was Drimed Karpo (“Stainless White One”). His next life 

was Pema Namdol (“The Play of Lotuses”). His next life was Lu-yang Ningpo (“Essence Melody of 

the Nagas”). Then he was Karma Wanu (“Cow”). Then he was the great Brahmin Saraha. After his life 

as the great tantric master Saraha, he was reborn in Tibet as Düsum Khyenpa, the First Glorious 

Karmapa. 

6 Regarding the 5th Karmapa and the Black Crown, it is said that “in the early 1400s, the Fifth Karmapa, Deshin 

Shegpa, accepted an invitation from the emperor of China to visit and teach in the imperial court. The journey 

from Tibet took three years, as the Gyalwang Karmapa moved slowly with his large camp, spreading the 

Dharma as he passed through the vast stretch of land separating Tibet from the Chinese capital of Nanjing. As 

he traveled, Deshin Shegpa was following in the footsteps of the Second, Third and Fourth Karmapa, each of 

whom had made the same long trek. As had his predecessors, the Fifth Karmapa cultivated close relations with 

the emperor of China at the end of his journey, and established Dharma relationships with local communities 

along the way. When Deshin Shegpa did reach Nanjing at last, thousands of monks were waiting to welcome 

him as he entered the Chinese capital. 

 

A month after his arrival, the Gyalwang Karmapa began to teach. Over the course of 22 days, he offered the 

emperor and his court what by all accounts was an extraordinary series of teachings and initiations. During the 
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course of this great transmission of Dharma by the Karmapa, those present were witness to a daily display of 

remarkable and auspicious signs. Chinese court historians compiled a detailed daily record of these events, me-

ticulously documenting the exceptional nature of the Dharma conferred by the Karmapa. The emperor had these 

events chronicled on a 50-foot long silk-backed scroll with illustrations and narrative accounts in five scripts. A 

copy of the magnificent scroll was offered to the Karmapa, and for centuries was stored in Tsurphu Monastery, 

but is today housed in Lhasa Museum in Tibet. 

 

These displays of the Karmapa‟s exceptional powers prepared the Yongle Emperor‟s mind to perceive the mag-

nificence of the Gyalwang Karmapa. During a ritual ceremony one day, the Yongle Emperor, full of faith, sud-

denly perceived a black crown hovering above the head of the Fifth Karmapa. Deeply inspired by the experi-

ence, the emperor sought Deshin Shegpa‟s permission to make a faithful replica of what he had seen. The Kar-

mapa consented, and the emperor then guided artisans in recreating the crown he had seen. Though deep blue in 

color, from a distance it appears black, and became known as the Black Crown.” 

For more on the history of the 5th Karmapa and the black hat, see JACKSON 2009: 61-64. 

7 This third distinctive hat of the Karmapas,  is still worn today in public on certain occasions, is the Action 

Crown (las zhwa).  It is said that “upon receiving his initial monastic ordination, the First Karmapa Dusum 

Khyenpa had a vision in which a buddha offered him a black hat. Dusum Khyenpa later fashioned a facsimile of 

this hat, which came to be known as the le sha. After the time of the Fourth Karmapa, Rolpe Dorje, additional 

ornamentation was added to the le sha. Over time, this le sha began to share features with the crown that had 

been made by the Yongle Emperor. Though in paintings the Action Crown is often misidentified as the Crown 

that Liberates On Seeing, it is in fact entirely distinct from it.” (Source: Kagyuoffice.org) 

8 Sadly, the transcript/video recording of this teaching is not available online but there seem to be some major 

errors in the report stating that the Black Hat replica was given to the Sixth Karmapa, Thongwa Donden and so 

on, so until I hear or read the actual teaching given it cannot be used as a reliable source. 

9 The First Karmapa, Dusum Khyenpa Chokyi Drakpa (karma pa 01 dus gsum mkhyen pa chos kyi grags pa). 

For biography, see: https://treasuryoflives.org/biographies/view/First-Karmapa-Dusum-Khyenpa/2683 

10 Gangs dkar sha med appears to be a reference to a place possibly where a local worldly female deity resides. I 

have been unable to locate this name on the Tibetan landscape. It is also mentioned as a place that th 1st 

Karmapa, Dusum Khyenpa stayed for three months in one of his Dohas (See DUFF, 2008: 27). 
11 The Tibetan word used here is mthing ga that means „deep blue‟ and is not the same as the Tibetan word for 

black (nag po).  

12 David Jackson, writes that this physical replica hat was actually given to the seventh Karmapa (see 2009: 

Chapter 3) but this appears to be at odds with the story in the primary source texts used here (which Jackson 

himself quotes p.261: fn 166). In addition, Jackson states that neither the 6th nor 7th Karmapas visited China.  
13 Rāhulabhadra (sgra gcan 'dzin bzang po) was an early Madhyamika master, sometimes said to have been 

a brahmin and the teacher of Nagarjuna. He is most famous for his verses in praise of 

the prajnaparamita (Prajñāpāramitāstotra). 

https://www.rigpawiki.org/index.php?title=Madhyamika
https://www.rigpawiki.org/index.php?title=Brahmin
https://www.rigpawiki.org/index.php?title=Nagarjuna
https://www.rigpawiki.org/index.php?title=Prajnaparamita
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14 Gangs dkar sha med appears to be a reference to a place possibly where a local worldly female deity resides. I 

have been unable to locate this name on the Tibetan landscape. 

15 The Tibetan word used here is mthing ga that means „deep blue‟ and is not the same as the Tibetan word for 

black (nag po).  

16 The Tibetan here is Chokyi Lama (chos kyi bla ma), which Jackson 2008: suggests refers to the 2nd Karmapa 

incarnation, Karma Pakshi, whose ordination name is Chokyi Lama. It is hard to say for sure if this is right or 

not. 

17 This is the Chinese Emperor, Ming Yunglo, who made the black hat replica and gave it to the 5th Karmapa, 

Dezhin Shegpa, see footnote 6 above. 


